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Bangladesh and India have signed an agreement regarding the main construction of the Rampal thermal
power plant.

Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd (BHEL) was awarded the contract after being identified as “technically qualified and
financially competitive” among the six bidders who participated in the international tender for the project floated
by BIFPCL in Feb 2015.

The estimated cost of the project is $1.68 billion.

Bangladesh-India Friendship Power Company Ltd (BIFPCL)'s Managing Director Ujjal Kanti Bhattacharya and
representative of BHEL Prem Paul Jadhav signed the agreement on Tuesday at a Dhaka hotel.

Prime Minister's Adviser Tawfig-e-Elahi Chowdhury, State Minister for Power, Energy and Mineral Resources
Nasrul Hamid, Indian Power Secretary Pradeep Pujari and Indian High Commissioner Harsh Vardhan Shringla
witnessed the signing.

The Main Plant EPC contract (Turnkey) package for the 2x 660 MW Maitree Super Thermal Power Plant at
Rampal in Bagherhat was signed on Tuesday in Dhaka.

The agreement was signed amid criticism by an activist group, the National Committee to Protect Oil, Gas and
Mineral Resources, Power and Ports, that the plant near the Sundarbans would have an adverse impact on the
heritage site.


http://bdnews24.com/economy/2016/07/13/bangladesh-india-sign-rampal-power-plant-construction-agreement
http://bdnews24.com/economy/2016/07/13/bangladesh-india-sign-rampal-power-plant-construction-agreement

The prime minister's adviser, citing Bangladeshi researches, said there would be no adverse impacts on
Sundarbans for the project.

Milestone project
The Indian High Commissioner said the project represented “an important milestone” in power sector
cooperation between the two countries.

“The success of our multifaceted and extensive cooperation in the power sector is increasingly being regarded
as a new paradigm for mutually beneficial cooperation between two neighbouring countries,” he said.

The High Commissioner thanked the Bangladesh government for its “unflinching support and commitment” to
the project.

He said Prime Minister Narendra Modi had made it clear that India stood committed to working “shoulder to
shoulder” with Bangladesh in the latter’s plan of realising its vision of ‘power to all’ by 2021.

India is already transmitting power to Bangladesh on the Behrampore-Bheramara line.

The second grid interconnection from Agartala, India, to Comilla in Bangladesh was recently inaugurated jointly
by the two Prime Ministers.

Several proposals in the power sector are under consideration of both sides.

The joint venture company BIFPCL was incorporated in Dhaka in 2012 pursuant to the signing of a MoU on
operations in the power sector between India and Bangladesh on Jan 11, 2010.

On Jan 29 2012, the National Thermal Power Corporation of India and the Bangladesh Power Development
Board (BPDB) signed a Joint Venture Agreement to build a 1,320 MW coal-fired thermal power plant, known as
Maitree Super Thermal Plant, at Rampal in Bangladesh’s Bagherhat district.

BHEL is India’s largest engineering and manufacturing company and one of the six elite Maharatna companies
of India.

It is engaged in the design, engineering, manufacturing, construction, testing, commissioning and servicing of a
wide range of products, systems and services in core sectors such as power, transmission, industry,
transportation, renewable energy, oil & gas and defence.

The cumulative overseas installed capacity of BHEL manufactured power plants is approximately 10,000 MW,
spread across 21 countries.

Financing for the project has been arranged by India’s EXIM Bank under the special financing package for
strategic projects.
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Rampal plant's wheels set in motion

Bangladesh-India Friendship Power signs $1.49b
contract with Bharat Heavy Electricals

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

A Bangladeshi-India joint venture company
yesterday signed an agreement with India's
state-run Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd, paving
the way for the start of construction of the much-
debated Rampal coal power plant.

The engineering, procurement and construc-
tion deal worth $1.49 billion was signed
between the Bangladesh-India Friendship
Power Company Ltd and BHEL at Sonargaon
Hotel in Dhaka yesterday.

Pradeep Kumar Pujari, power secretary of
India, praised the deepening cooperation
between the two countries, including in energy
cooperation.

Rampal plant's wheels set in motion

FROM PACE B1

“The signing of the agreement is a milestone
in the relationship between the two countries,”
said Harsh Vardhan Shringla, high commis-
sioner of India to Bangladesh.

The total project cost is about $2 billion, said
Nasrul Hamid, state minister for power of
Bangladesh.

The construction for the project will start
within three to four months, said Gurdeep
Singh, chairman of National Thermal Power
Corporation, India's largest coal power com-
pany. The plant is expected to go into commer-
cial production by July 2019.

“We will provide all cooperation but we will
not be extending the deadline,” said M Abul
Kalam Azad, principal secretary to the prime

will tell.

This will be the most efficient

minister.

Shringla also said that he hoped the project
would not face costand time overruns.

There is scope to fast-track the project, said
Tawfig-e-Elahi Chowdhury, energy adviser to
the prime minister.

BHEL has emerged as the lowest bidder for
the 1,320-megawatt coal-based power plant
known as Maitree Super Thermal Power Project.

NTPC has formed a joint venture, BIFPLC,
with Bangladesh Power Development Board on
a50:50 share basis to develop the plant.

Indian government's external lending arm,
Exim Bank, has backed up BHEL's offer with
nearly 70 percent funding of the project.

READ MORE ON B3

The proposed power plant will have two
units of 660MW that will generate power
for local consumption, as nearly 40 per-
cent of the population does not have
access to electricity. Environmentalists
have been up in arms against the power
plant because of its proximity to the
Sundarbans, the world's largest mangrove
forest and a Unesco World Heritage Site.

The project poses significantadverse social
and environmental risks and impacts thatare
diverse and irreversible, according to Bank
Track, a Netherlands-based coalition of
organisations “targeting the operations and
investments of private sector banks and their
effecton people and the planet™

Green activists are concerned that the
plant would lead to its environmental
degradation from increased ship traffic,
dredging, and air and water pollution.

Coal-fired thermal power plants belch
toxic gases that could impact wildlife and
human health and forest quality in the
neighbourhood, leading the country's
many environmentalists to continue their
call to scrap the plant.

The Rampal plant is located just 14
kilometres upstream of the Sundarbans

and is estimated to burn 4.72 million
tonnes of imported coal a year.

However, senior officials from both
Bangladesh and India yesterday con-

tended that the coal plants will have little
or no impact on the forest, saying they will
use the latest technology to mitigate pollu-
tion and are following stringent environ-
mental guidelines, Bangladeshi laws and
international standards.

“1 will not make a tall comment. Time

power plant in Bangladesh as we are fol-
lowing international standards properly,”
said Ujjwal Kanti Bhattacharyva, managing
director of BIFPCL.

The company is taking the most strin-
gent environmental protection measures,
and the plant would not harm cultural
heritage and biodiversity and living natu-
ral resources, he said. Singh of NTPC
added: “We are providing the best technol-
ogy and meeting the beststandards.”

The project was originally expected to
be awarded by early 2014 with the target to
begin commercial power generation from
2017. But in the face of environmental
concerns, the authorities took extra time to
refine tender guidelines and requirements.

BIFPLC will fund 30 percent of the
project cost and the rest will come from the
contractor in the form ofloans.

The plant will run on imported coal,
said Md Shamsul Hasan Miah, chairman
of BPDB. Currently, the country gets the
bulk of its energy from natural gas, which
accounts for about 70 percent of electricity
production.

As the demand for power is fast rising,
Bangladesh is seeking to diversify the
country's energy mix amid dwindling
domestic gas reserves and volatile global
oil markets.

Despite sitting on high quality coal
reserves, only 3 percent of the electricity
generated in the country now comes from
coal, with the government planning to pro-
duce 20 percent of power from coal by 2041.

Bhattacharya of BIFPCL and Prem Pal
Yadav, general manager of BHEL, signed
the agreement.
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Rampal power
plant deal
signed with
[ndia's BHEL

Special Correspondent

Bangladesh-India Friend-
ship Power Company
Limited (BIFPCL) last night
signed the much-talked
about major deal on
Engineering Procurement
and Construction (EPC)
with an Indian firm Bharat
Heavy Electricals (BHEL)
to implement 1320MW
coal- fired Rampal power

project near Sundarban.
This  project  was
SEE PAGE2COL 5

Rampal power

FROM PAGE 1
crawling for last one year
as the company failed to
manage funds from inter-
national market and the
opposition of the environ-
ment activists.
Bangladesh-India
Friendship Power
Company Limited (BIFP-
CL) Managing Director
Uzzal K Bhattacharya and
Indian Bharat Heavy
Electricals (BHEL) General
Manager Prem Pal Yadav
signed the $ 1.49 billion
EPC contract on behalf of
their organisations.

Bangladesh Power
Development Board
(BPDB) and India's NTPC
had signed a
Memorandum of

Understanding (MolU) in
2010 for building the
Rampal power plant. The
projected cost of the coal-
based super critical power
plant is Tk. 14,999 crore. Of
that amount, the BPDB will
provide Tk. 4,500 crore
from its own fund. The rest
of the money will be pro-
cured as a loan from
India’'s Exim Bank. The
tentative completion date
of the plant is June 2019.
As per the deal, the
Indian firm will complete
construction of the plant
within 36 months.
Bangladesh and India each
own equally 50 per cent
share of this project and
NTPC is the authority.
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These three issues are
financing a new 400KV grid
sub-station at Bheramara,
measures to facilitate
Bangladesh-India private
sector to invest in Joint
Venture (JV) assessing
direct investment in power
and energy business and
reviewing progress of the
Bangladesh-India
Friendship project, the
much-talked- about 1320
MW coal-fired Rampal
power plant.

It will take two and half
years to import fresh
500MW power from India,
according to an official, but
Bangladesh is considering
the issue on emergency
basis as no mega power
project will be materialised
by that time.

"If a deal could be struck
it would add huge power to
the national grid when
demand for electricity is

JSC meet
with India
on power
tomorrow

Shahnaj Begum

India's Power Secretary
Pradeep Kumar Pujari
arrived in Dhaka on
Tuesday to attend the Joint
Steering Committee (JSC)
meeting on power sector
cooperation between
Bangladesh and India.

Power Division on
Sunday at a high level
meeting reviewed prepara-
tions for this 11th JSC
meeting LOMOrrow
(Thursday).

Officials said Pujari is
leading a nine-member
Indian delegation.

The import of 500MW of
electricity from Indian
open market and other
three issues will come up
for discussion in the JSC

meeting.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

JSC meet with India on power

growing by 35 per cent in
urban areas and 10-12 per
cent in rural areas per
annum,” he said.

The meeting was sched-
uled to be held on June 30
but the date was deferred
and new schedule is July 14.

"This amount will be
imported from Indian open
market under  Special
Power and Energy
Enhancement Act-2015 to

meet the growing
demand,"” the official
added.

To meteralise the idea,
Power Division has already
short-listed Indian firms to
import electricity for a 15-
year period as per the
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on
power sector cooperation
between the two countries.

But Indian side has not
finilised the cross border
power trading policy till
now and due to that Power

Division has failed to get
any guideline to develop
the tariff structure and
complete financial evolu-
tion of any bid submitted
by the Indian companies,
an official said.

In 2015, the then Indian
Power Secretary P K Sinha
was happy over the ongoing
Bangladesh-India power
projects.

Sinha also described the
progress in Rampal plant as
'very smooth.' But this time
they may raise question
about the tax issues.

Meanwhile, the Power
Division has decided 1o
extend power purchase
agreement (PPA)  with
Power Trading Corporation
or PTC of India for another
six months to import
250MW of electricity from
Indian open market under
Special Power and Energy
Enhancement Act-2015.

A nine-member special

committee led by
Bangladesh's Power
Secretary Monowar Islam
has endorsed the idea as
the deal to import electrici-
ty from the PTC will expire
on July 31.

The government has
been importing a total of
540MW of electricity from
India since October 5, 2013
through Bheramara grid
line.

A number of Indian pri-
vate companies showed
interest in investing in

Bangladesh including
multinational  Reliance,
GMR, NTPC.

Presently, Dhaka imports
a total of 500MW of elec-
tricity - 50 percent from
Indian public sector and
the rest from Indian private
sector - to increase power
supply in the country but
there is 40-50 MW trans-
mission  loss,  Power
Division sources said.
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Bangladesh -India Friendship Power Company Ltd. Managing Director Ujjwal K Bhattacharya and Bharat Heavy
Electricals Ltd. General Manager Prem Pal Yadav exchange documents after signing an agreement on Rampal power
plant at a ceremony in the city on Tuesday. (Story on Page 1)




Rampal Power Plant

$1.5b deal signed
with Indian firm

.................. STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The Bangladesh-India Friendship
Power Company Limited (BIFPCL)
signed a major deal with an Indian
firm on Tuesday to construct the
1320MW Rampal power plant near
Sundarbans.

BIFPCL Managing Director Ujjwal
K Bhattacharya and Bharat Heavy
Electricals Ltd. (BHEL) General Man-
ager Prem Pal Yadav signed the USD
1.49 billion engineering, procurement
& construction (EPC) contract.

Under the agreement, BHEL will
set up two units, each having 660 MW
capacity, on a turnkey basis with fi-
nancing from Indian Exim Bank with
ultra super critical technology and
equipment within 36 months.

Prime minister’s energy adviser Dr
Tawfig-e-Elahi Chowdhury, state min-
ister for power and energy Nasrul
Hamid, Prime minister’'s principal
secretary Abul Kalam Azad, power
secretary Monowar Islam, power sec-
retary of India Pradeep Kumar Pujari,
NTPC chairman Gurdeep Singh,
BPDB chairman M Shamsul Hasan
Miah, Indian High Commissioner in
Dhaka Harsh Vardhan Shringla

Page 15 Col 1

$1.5b deal

----------------------------------------------------

attended the signing cere-
mony held at Hotel Sonar-
gaon in the city.

Speaking at the ceremo-
ny, Dr Tawfiq-e-Elahi hoped
that the power plant will be
completed within the
scheduled time. This will
be a world-class power
plant and it will not have
any negative impact on the
Sundarbans.

Nasrul Hamid said the
overall project cost might
exceed $2 billion although
the contract value is $1.49
billion.

According to the power
division’s documents, the
project cost was USDI1.39
billion. But yesterday’s
EPC contract [USD 1.49 bil-
lion] did not mention why
the project cost went up by
around USD 10 million.

The state minister, how-
ever, hinted that the overall
project cost would go up.

The power division offi-
cials said the overall project
cost is yet to be known as it
is the country’s first-ever
coal-based power plant. The
project cost may increase
gradually depending on the
costs of raw materials.

So, per unit power gen-
eration cost at the plant re-
mains unknown.

Earlier, environmental-
ists urged the government
several times to scrap the
project, saying that it will
harm Sundarbans.
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Deal to build Rampal
power plant signed

Anisul Islam Noor

Ignoring widespread
protests among locals and
green activists, Bangladesh-
India Friendship Power
Company Limited and
Bharat Heavy Electricals
Limited (BHEL) have
signed engineering, pro-
curement and construction
contract on Rampal thermal
power project on Tuesday.

"No body will be able to
stop the development of the
country by creating militan-
¢y or any other terrorism ac-
tivities," Prime Minister's
Adviser for Power, Energy
and Mineral Resources Dr
Tawfiw-e-Elahi Chowdhury
said while addressing the
signing ceremony as chief
guest.

“The people of our coun-
try peace loving, they are re-
hgxous minded and hate ter-

rorism and militancy," he
added.

Tawfiq Ilahi urged the
youths to work for the bet-
terment of the country and

spoke at the function as the
special guest.
Principal Secretary Abul

not to be involved with any
heinous activities instigated
by the evil force.

State Minister for Power,
Energy and Mineral Re-
sources Nasrul Hamid

Kalam Azad, Power Secre-

tary of  Bangladesh
Monowar Islam, Indian
Power Secretary Padeep
Kumar Pujari, Indian High
Contd on page-2 Col-1




Deal to build Rampal

Cont from page 1

Commissioner to Bangladesh Harsh Vardhan Shrngla,
Chairman and Managing Director of National Thermal
Power Corporation (NTPC) India Gurdeep Singh, Chair-
man of Bangladesh Power Development Board (BPDB)
Md. Shamsul Hasan Mia, representative of BHEL Prem
Pal Yadav and Managing Director of BIFPCL Ujjal Kanti
Bhattacharya, among other, spoke on the occasion..

Ujjal Kanti Bhattacharya and Prem Pal Yadav signed
the deal on behalf of their respective sides.

As per the contract the BHEL will supply the necessary
equipment for the project. The government hopes to
implement the project on time although the contract
already delayed.

The contract value of the project is 1.49 billion USD
which will be financed by Indian Exim Bank. Bangladesh
has to pay the loan with 1.5 per cent interest. The plant is
expected to come to generation during the fiscal year
2019-20.

BIFPCL is a company registered in Bangladesh and
promoted by BPDB and NTPC with equal (50:50) equity
contribution for development of power project. It is one
of the fast tract projects identified by the government of
Bangladesh, sources said.

The government expects to begin generating electrici-
ty at Rampal power plant by December 2018. The cost of
the total project implementation is around US$2 billion.
BIFPCL Project is a 2x660 Megawatt coal-based power
project with super critical technology being developed at
Rampal in Bagerhat district under Khulna Division.

Ujjal Kanti Bhattacharya told The New Nation that,
"We are trying to implement the project in time. Already
we have started to develop the project site.”

"Coal will be cost-effective for Rampal project. There
are no alternative of coal as fuel for the project. Coal will
be used in an environment-friendly way," he said.

However, BHEL will have to make the first unit oper-
ational within 41 months and the second unit within 46
months, right after the financial agreement is being
signed.

70 per cent funding of the Rampal's project cost will be
collected as a loan and the rest 30 percent will be borne
by PDB and NTPC collectively.
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Rampal power
deal signed

STAFF REPORTER

Bangladesh-India Friendship
Power Company Limited
(BIFPCL) yesterday signed an
agreement with Bharat Heavy
Electrical Limited (BHEL) to
set up the much talked about
1,320MW (2 units of 660MW)
coal-fired Rampal power
plant near the world’s largest
mangrove forest, the
Sundarbans.

The projected cost of the
coal-based supercritical
power plant is Tk 14,999
crore. Of that amount, the
BPDB will provide Tk 4,500
crore from its own funds. The
rest of the money will come
as a loan from India’s Exim
Bank. The plant is expected
to start power generation
during 2019-2020 fiscal,
according to a BIFPCL press

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

Rampal power
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release. The contract signing
ceremony took place at a hotel
in the capital where high offi-
cials of the BHEL and BIFPCL
put ink on papers for their
respective sides.

The adviser to the prime
minister on energy affairs
Tawfiq-e-Elahi Chowdhury,
State Minister For Power and
Energy Ministry Nasrul Hamid
Bipu, Power Secretary
Monowar Islam, Indian Power
Secretary Pradeep Kumar
Pujari, Indian High
Commissioner to Bangladesh
Harsh Vardhan Shringla,
Chaiman of India’s NTPC
Limited Gurdeep Singh, BPDB
Chairman Shamsul Hasan
Miah, BHEL representative
Prepal Yadav and Managing
Director of BIFPCL Ujjal Kanti
Bhattacharya, among others,
were present at the ceremony.

Environmentalists criticised
the government move saying
the deal was signed despite the
government is in a “dialogue
mode” with them over the
power project.

Nasrul Hamid Bipu yester-
day told reporters that govern-
ment was trying to convince
the environmentalists that the
project will not do any harm
to the environment.

Environmentalists maintain
that the power project will
cause massive and irreparable
damages to the flora, fauna and
ecology of the Sundarbans, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site,
which is also a home to the
Royal Bengal Tiger.
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Delhi for another JV power plant in Ctg

Dhaka reluctant as Rampal plant draws flak

SHAHED SIDDIQUE

India is pushing for setting up another joint venture
coal-based power plant in Chittagong while
Bangladesh is reluctant to go for the project for
now, sources in the power, energy and mineral
resources ministry said.

Bangladesh is unwilling to go ahead with the
1,320-MW plant in Chittagong as the Rampal coal-
based power plant project has drawn criticism from
different quarters, they said.

The Indian proposal for the joint venture between
an Indian state-owned company and the
Bangladesh Power Development Board (BPDB) will
be tabled at a meeting of the joint steering
committee (JSC) of India and Bangladesh on power
today.

The power secretaries of the two countries will
lead the meeting, a government official said.

“We are unwilling to go for the proposed 1,320-
MW coal-based power plant in Chittagong as the
Rampal project has already drawn controversy, with

environmentalists claiming that the plant would
destroy the ecology of the Sundarbans, a UNESCO
world heritage site,” a JSC member told The
Independent requesting not to be named.

Asked about the reason for Bangladesh’s reluc-
tance, the official said the government is not inter-
ested to have any more joint ventures with India
at present, as its target is to complete the Rampal
project by 2020.

The Rampal project contains equal shares of two

SEE PAGE2COL5

Delhi for another JV
power plant in Ctg
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state-owned companies of the two

countries.

A power ministry official said the
government has already given green
signal to set up some power plants by
Indian Reliance and Adani Group in
Chittagong and Meghnaghat, and the

BPDB is working on it.

“At this moment, the BPDB is not
interested in any other Indian propos-

al,” he affirmed.

Reliance is going to build a LNG-
based 3,000-MW power plant in
Maheshkhali and Meghnaghat. The
Adani Group is setting up a coal-based
1,600-MW power plant in the Indian
part of Jharkhand. Adani will send the
power to Bangladesh through a 50-km

grid line.

The proposed price is close to Tk 8
per unit, a BPDB official told The

Independent.

But from Bangladesh'’s side, the JSC
will seek help from India to set up a
1,125-MW hydro power plant at
Monger Gola in Bhutan. Bangladesh
needs a corridor facility to import the
Bhutanese power. A government offi-
cial said without India’s consent, the
project would not see the light.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh will import
500MW more power through the
Bahrupur border. The issue will be
discussed at today’s meeting.

The BPDB and India’s NTPC had
signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) in 2010 for building
the Rampal power plant. The project-
ed cost of the coal-based supercritical
power plant is Tk 14,999 crore. Of that
amount, the BPDB will provide Tk 4,500
crore from its own funds. The rest of
the money will come as a loan from
India’s Exim Bank.




BD, India sign

Rampal power

plant deal

FERGPOt .
Bangladesh India

Friendship Power Company
Limited (BIFPCL) inked
deal with India's state-
owned company Bharat
Heavy Electricals Limited
(BHEL) on Tuesday for
construction of the 1,320
megawatts (MW) Maitree
Super Thermal Power Plant
at Rampal in Bagerhat.
With the signing of the
deal BHEL gets the
responsibility to complete
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BD, India sign Rampal

Continued from page 1 col. 5
construction of the coal-fired
power plant by July 2019 as the
engineering, procurement and
construction (EPC) contractor.

The contract value is USS
1.49 billion, which will be
financed by Indian Exim Bank.
The total project cost is around
$2.0 billion.

BIFPCL, a joint venture (JV)
between the state-run
Bangladesh Power Development
Board (BPDB) and India's
National Thermal Power Corpo-
ration (NTPC), awarded BHEL
the EPC contract following a
competitive bidding. BPDB and
NTPC have 50:50 equity part-
nerships in BIFPCL.

Prime Minister's Energy
Adviser Dr Tawfig-e-Elahi
Chowdhury Bir Bikram was the
chief guest at the deal signing
ceremony. State Minister for the
Ministry of Power, Energy and
Mineral Resources Nasrul
Hamid, Principal Secretary of
Prime Minister's Office Abul
Kalam Azad, Power Secretary
Monowar Islam, Power Secre-
tary of India Pradeep Kumar
Pujari, High Commissioner of
India to Bangladesh Harsh Vard-
han Shringla, NTPC chairman
and managing director Gurdeep
Singh, BPDB chairman Md
Shamsul Miah, BIFPCL manag-
ing director Ujjal Kanti Bhat-
tacharya anf BHEL representa-
tive Prem Pal Yadav spoke on the
occasion, among others.

Tawfig-¢-Elahi Chowdhury in

his speech urged BHEL to build
the plant in such a way that it
becomes an example to the
world for its state-of-the-art tech-
nology in terms of a coal-fired
power plant.

Mr Hamid said the power
plant project will strengthen the
existing friendship between the
two neighbouring countries.

Mr Azad urged the contractor
to complete construction of the
project in time.

The Indian power secretary
assured Bangladesh of complet-
ing the project in time, and said it
will have no adverse impact on
environment.

The Indian high commissioner
also gave assurance from the
government of India to imple-
ment the project in the best possi-
ble manner and on time.

The NTPC chairman said the
power plant will be of intema-
tional standard and one of the
best state-of-the-art plants.

The Rampal plant is the first-
ever JV power plant between
Bangladesh and India. It will be
NTPC's first power plant venture
outside India.

The power plant, to be located
on 1,834 acres of land, will be
operated with imported coal,
sourced from Indonesia, South
Africa, Australia and Mozam-
bique. Around 11,000 tonnes of
coal will be required everyday to
run the power plant with 85 per
cent plant factor. BPDB will pur-
chase electricity of the plant from
BIFPCL for 25 years.

mazizur.rahman@outlook.com
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Rampal power plant: Contract signed with Indian co
July 13, 2016 12:31 am-0 CommentsViews: 51

Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh-India Friendship Power Company on Tuesday signed a $1.49 billion contract
with an Indian company to construct a coal-fired power plant near the Sunderbans, the
world’s largest mangrove forest.

Under the contract, Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited will construct a 1,320MW coal-fired
power plant at Rampal, Bagerhat by 2019.

BIFPCL managing director Ujjal Kanti Bhattacharya and BHEL general manager Prem Pal
Yadav signed the contract for their respective sides at a Dhaka city hotel.

BIFPCL and BHEL signed EPC contract a day ahead of secretary-level meeting of
Bangladesh and India on bilateral cooperation in energy sector.

BIFPCL, a 50-50 joint venture of Bangladesh Power Development Board and India’s
National Thermal Power Corporation, is implementing the project.

BHEL, on behalf of its employer BIFPCL, will borrow $1.5 billion funding from India’s
EXIM Bank.

The major move was made towards implementation of the controversial project amid an
ongoing dialogue between the Bangladesh government and the green activists.

Sultana Kamal, convener of National Committee for Saving the Sunderbans, leads the
environmentalists and other critics while the state minister for power, energy and mineral
resources Nasrul Hamid leads the government side.

Bangladesh Paribesh Andolan general secretary Md Abdul Matin said that the government
was going ahead with the controversial project ignoring the concerns raised by academics as
well as green activists at home and abroad.

Matin said that the government decision to implement the Rampal project was illogical,
unscientific and undemocratic.

He also said that PDB and NTPC had formed the joint venture company in 2012 three days
after a meeting where they had demanded cancelation of the project.

Nasrul Hamid told New Age that the dialogue with the green activists would continue.
When asked why the government was carrying the implementation of the project amid a
dialogue, Nasrul Hamid told New Age that the dialogue was never meant for cancelation of
the project.

Rather, he said that his agenda was to assure the critics that the project would not harm to
the Sunderbans.
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July 12, 2016
Deal Signed To Build 1320-MW Rampal Power Plant

EB Report

An engineering, procurement and construction (EPC) agreement was signed here today to set up the
2x660 MW Maitree Super Thermal Power Project at Rampal Upazila under Bagerhat district.

Bangladesh-India Friendship Power Company (Pvt) Limited (BIFPCL) signed the agreement for Main Plant
EPC (Turnkey) Package with Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL), India, at Pan Pacific Sonargaon
hotel in the city.

General Manager of BHEL Prem Pal Yadav and Managing Director of BIFPCL Ujjwal Kanti Bhattacharya
signed the deal on behalf of their respective institutions.

The BIFPCL selected the BHEL through an international open bidding process as BHEL was found
technically qualified and financially most competitive.

Construction of the project would contribute immensely to the overall development of the country
especially its power sector. The contract value of the project is $ 1.49 billion, which will be financed by
Indian Exim Bank.

The plant is expected to come to generation during the financial year 2019-20.

The project was adopted stringent environmental norms with highly efficient machineries. The state of
art technology has been selected for this project to make it an environment-friendly project.

Moreover, the BIFPCL has voluntarily adopted various measures to safeguard the environment and also
to uplift the livelihoods of local people.

Among others, the contract agreement signing ceremony was attended by the Advisor to the Prime
Minister of Bangladesh on Power, Energy, and Mineral Resources, Dr Tawfig-e-Elahi Chowdhury. He
addressed the function as chief guest while State Minister for Power, Energy and Mineral Resources
Nasrul Hamid joined it as special guest.

Principal Secretary to Prime Minister Office Abul Kalam Azad, Power secretary Monowar Islam, Power
Secretary of India Pradeep Kumar Pujari, High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh Harsh Vardhan
Shringla, Chairman and Managing Director on NTPC Limited, India Gurdeep Singh and Chairman of
Bangladesh Power Development Board (BPDB) M Shamsul Hasan Miah addressed it as guests of honor.

The BIFPCL is a registered company in Bangladesh and promoted by BPDB of Bangladesh and NTPC
Limited of India with equal (50:50) equity contribution for development of power projects in Bangladesh.

Maitree Super Thermal Power Project is the first such project being developed by BIFPCL and it is one of
the Fast Tract Projects identified by Bangladesh government.
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Power to All by 2021

Print ==

Dhaka, 14 July, Abnews: The Main Plant EPC contract (Turnkey) package for the 2x 660 MW Maitree
Super Thermal Power Plant at Rampal, Bagherhat was signed on 12 June at Dhaka. Hon’ble Minister of
State for Power, Energy and Mineral Resources H.E. Mr. Nasrul Hamid, Power Secretary of India Mr. Pradeep
Pujari, High Commissioner of India H.E. Mr. Harsh Vardhan Shringla and other dignitaries were present
during the occasion.

Bharat Heavy Electrical Ltd (BHEL), India’s largest engineering and manufacturing company and one of the
six elite ‘Maharatna’ companies of India was awarded the contract after being identified as technically
qualified and financially competitive among the six bidders who participated in the tender international tender
for EPC contractor for the project floated by BIFPCL in February 2015. The estimated cost of the project is
US$ 1.68 billion.

BHEL is engaged in the design, engineering, manufacturing, construction, testing, commissioning and
servicing of a wide range of products, systems and services in core sectors such as power, transmission,
industry, transportation, renewable energy, oil & gas and defence. The cumulative overseas installed capacity
of BHEL manufactured power plants is approximately 10,000 MW spread across 21 countries.

The Joint Venture Company "Bangladesh-India Friendship Power Company (Pvt.) Limited" was incorporated
in Dhaka in 2012 pursuant to the signing of a MoU on Cooperation in the Power Sector between India and
Bangladesh on 11 January 2010. On 29 January 2012, the National Thermal Power Corporation of India and
Bangladesh Power Development Board (BPDB) signed a Joint Venture Agreement to build a 1,320 MW coal-
fired thermal power plant named the “Maitree Super Thermal Plant” at Rampal, Bagherhat district,
Bangladesh.

The signing of the of the EPC contract for the Maitree Super Thermal Power Project at Rampal, Bagherhat
represents an important milestone in the cooperation between India and Bangladesh in the power sector.

The success of the multifaceted and extensive cooperation between the two countries in the power sector is
increasingly being regarded as a new paradigm for mutually beneficial cooperation between two neighboring
countries.

India is already transmitting power to Bangladesh’s on the Behrampore-Behramara line. Recently, the second
grid interconnection from Agartala, India to Comilla, Bangladesh was inaugurated jointly by the two Prime
Ministers of the respective countries and the finances were arranged by EXIM Bank under the special
financing package for strategic projects approved by the Government of India.

Also, more proposals in the power sector are under the consideration from both sides and Prime Minster Shri
Narendra Modi has conveyed that India stands committed to working “shoulder to shoulder” with Bangladesh
to achieve its vision of ‘power to all’ by 2021.



